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My Sisters in Christ, 
 Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! It is hard to believe that there 
are not many days left in 2018. Before we know it, the ball will be dropping 
in New York City to ring in another new year. I am not ready for that yet. I 
love the season of Advent in the church. It is filled with so many beautiful 
symbols and traditions that date back before Christmas trees and candy 
canes. I love that it is the one place you can visit without being bombarded 
with Christmas frenzy. And then we celebrate Christmas! Such a humble 
beginning for the baby born in the manger. Herod was right to be nervous.  
A new kingdom was coming. A new king was born, making us Daughters 
of a King. 
 In a few short months, we will gather to celebrate being Daughters 
of a King at the Louisiana State CDA Convention in Sulphur. I know that after the first of the year, 
the time will fly and before we know it, the Convention will be here. Regents, please send me and 
CDA National Office your delegate/alternate form by December 15, 2018. If you have not received 
your Court’s form, please call the CDA National Office at 212-877-3041. If it is a little late, due to 
when your December meeting is held, it will not be a problem. The most important deadline is the 
Early Bird Registration date, December 31, 2018. Save your Court money and send those in by 
December 31st. All registrations forms received after December 31, 2018, will be for full price.  
Deadline for all registration forms is February 1, 2019.  Please follow closely the chart of deadlines 
which can be found in this newsletter on page 9.   
 As we are traveling around the state, we are hearing great numbers coming from different 
Courts. We are so excited. Don’t forget, if we get to our goal, not only will it be our largest state 
convention in a long time, but I will dye my hair purple. What I won’t do for CDA! 
 Many of you have already signed up to help at the convention, and we are very grateful.  
Many members who did not get to make it to the planning meeting have volunteered to help. We 
will be calling upon those Courts for help as we get closer to the convention. 



2 

 

 
 I would like for us to exchange Holy Cards at the convention. I know we have done this      
before, but I would ask that we do it a little differently. Please bring Holy Cards that go with the name 
of your Court. For Example, my Court is Our Lady of LaSalette, so we would bring cards with a     
picture and prayer to Our Lady of LaSalette. If your Court is not named after a saint or a Marian title, 
please bring a holy card about the saint or Marian title of your church. I would also like you to bring a 
statue of the saint or Marian title of your Court or church parish to display in the sacred space at the      
convention. Father Richard will bless it for us at the beginning of the convention. 
 I will be traveling to Arizona at the end of January to meet with the CDA National Board to 
begin planning for the New State Officer Training. I am the Spiritual Chairman, which makes me very 
happy!  Please pray for me to have a safe journey. 
 I wish you all a peaceful and blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 Your Servant Sister, 
 Connie 
 

 
Message from the Louisiana State CDA Regent (Continued) 

Connie Dronette  
   

 

Find Father Pierre  
A picture of Father Pierre (pictured to the left) will be appearing somewhere else in each of the LA State 

CDA newsletters for 2017-2019. Scan each of the newsletters and see if you can find him! One 
winner will be chosen from entries received. Contest will begin with the June, 2017, newsletter 
and end March 1, 2019. Drawing will be held at our LA State CDA 48th Biennial Convention. 
Please tell us where you found Father Pierre by emailing your entry to mkfills@suddenlink.net or 
mail to Karen Fills, Newsletter Editor, 1513 Anita Street, Sulphur, LA 70663. You will have several 
chances of winning the contest prize of $50.00 for your Court if you enter the contest after each 

issue of the newsletter. Have fun and enjoy getting to know our LA State CDA newsletters a little better!  

 Having someone who understands is a great blessing for ourselves. 
Being someone who understands is a great blessing to others. 

Janette Oke  

Bishop Michael G. Duca Installation  
 LA State CDA Regent Connie Dronette and LA First Vice State CDA Regent Dawn Fortenberry 
had the privilege to attend the Installation Mass and Installation Ceremony of the new Bishop assigned 
to the Diocese of Baton Rouge, the Most Reverend Michael G. Duca, DD.   
 Both Connie and Dawn had the privilege of greeting the Bishop during Mass. Their message 
was that we would keep him in prayer. They asked if he would help by supporting the Catholic     
Daughters and calling on us, if the need arises. We mentioned also that the Catholic Daughters are 
strong supporters of Seminarians, both financially and prayerfully. 
 We had an unexpected surprise. Connie got to meet her favorite Chef John Folse, who helped to 
cater the event. They were both excited and humbled that they were granted such a unique opportunity.  

 
 
Photo to the left from L-R: LA State CDA First 
Vice Regent Dawn Fortenberry, Bishop Duca, 
and LA State CDA Regent Connie Dronette.  
 
 
Photo to the right: LA State CDA Regent Connie 
Dronette and Chef John Folse.  
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 LA State Chaplain 
Reverend Edward J. Richard, M.S.   

 

Dear Catholic Daughters, 
 During this Advent Season, I have been thinking of all of our Courts around 
the state and how much I enjoy receiving word about all the events taking place. I 
cannot respond to every notice and invitation, but I consider it a privilege to hear from 
you.  
 We believers are strengthened and find our faith enriched when we           
contemplate the coming of Our Lord, as we do during Advent and Christmas. 
 God’s becoming a man allows our faith to be more certain by believing that it 

is God himself who speaks. God becomes man to be with us in a way that is proper to us, “as a man 
among men,” so that we could know him as we know others in this world. Thus, God is present with us 
and establishes an intimate friendship with us. The Holy Eucharist takes this presence one step further. 
The love that leads the Word of God to take on our human nature leads Him to wish to remain with us   
forever, present wherever there is a priest and wherever He is reserved in the tabernacle.  
 We must not forget that the Incarnation is tied to Christ’s sacrifice of expiation that satisfies in 
justice the debt of all human sin. It is impossible for a human person to offer a satisfactory reparation for 
sin. But because of Christ’s dignity, He offers to God something that is more excellent than all human 
sin is offensive. In the Eucharist, Christ’s sacrifice is given to the Church. In every celebration of Holy 
Mass, the Father is glorified more than all of the combined sin throughout history offends against God. 
 As we journey through Advent, Christmas, and on into the new year, these thoughts can inspire 
greater love of our Lord in His humanity and His divinity, and all of this in the Holy Eucharist.  
 Have a Blessed Advent and Most Joyous celebration of the Birth of the Savior. 
 In Our Lady, 
 Farther Edward J. Richard, MS 

Message from National Director 
Carolyn Malik  

 

 Congratulations to the State Court of Louisiana and the CDA membership 
in Louisiana on the recognition awards received at the recent national CDA       
convention held in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. As I sat in the delegation and as  
announcements were made, I said “Wow” Louisiana again. This truly reflects on 
the great leadership the membership has in the state officers and your State      
Regent in your state. I am honored to serve as a National Director alongside your 
state regent Connie for this term and especially to serve as your CDA National 
Supervisor. I am looking forward to visiting the Catholic Daughters at the          
upcoming State Convention. And CDA members, please reach the 500 mark as I 
do want to see Connie’s hair dyed purple.  
 I am a member of Catholic Daughters for 50 years. Yes, I just aged myself 
but very young at heart. All who know me know that CDA and JCDA are near and 

dear to my heart. I was a former JCDA member and was instrumental in reorganizing our Court in my 
hometown 20 years ago and still serve as an advisor. Little did I know at the time that I would have a 
granddaughter in this Court, and my daughter served as the Court chairman for over 10 years.  Yes, 
JCDA is our leaders of tomorrow.   
 I thoroughly enjoyed reading Connie’s article in the recent edition of Share magazine about the 
“unconventional” first JCDA convention held in Louisiana in 35 years. Congratulations on a job well 
done. 
 Keep up the good works for Our Lord and His Mother.   
 Carolyn Malik 
 National Director 

 Texas 
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Message from our First Vice State Regent and State Court Development Chairman               
Dawn Fortenberry 

 

My sweet Sisters in Christ, 
 I am leading my bible study group, and we have been meeting for the 
past two weeks. We are reflecting on Paul in the Letter to the Corinthians.  
This study tells us that we are all called to be “Disciples of Christ” and 
“Proclaimers of the Word,” to be living examples of discipleship. Many times 
this is not comfortable for us. With all the turmoil in our politics and the world, 
some of us think it is best to just sit back and stay out of it. Our Christian  
duty is not to “just stay out of it.” It is to stand for what the bible teaches us 
and have a voice, a voice on the side of Christ. It is our duty as Christians to 
know who and what we are voting for. Do we want a Caesar or a David?   
 This study is very humbling, in that I realize that Christ is calling each 
of us to be Saints. If you read about many of the Saints, you will find most of 
them sinned and were just like us. Paul persecuted Christians! Peter denied 

Christ to his face!  Aren’t we all the same? But this also gives us much hope that one day we can be 
a Saint. We can change our ways and be more Christ-like. 
 Advent is a wonderful time to make changes and reflect on where and what God is calling us 
to. I pray that each of you will have some kind of reflection during your meetings about the Advent 
season. We must remember our most important agenda as a Catholic Daughter is the spiritual aspect 
and to be God’s “hands and feet” to our brothers and sisters. Mother Teresa knew all too well what 
that meant, reaching out to those others try to avoid. 
 We are preparing for the LA State Convention. I hope your Court has as much joy and             
enthusiasm as the State Board does in putting together this convention. It promises to be uplifting, 
entertaining, and educational. Where else can you go for all of that? 
 In closing, I want to wish all of you a most blessed and joyous Christmas and the happiest of 
New Years. May the New Year be prosperous for us as Catholic Daughters as we grow our Courts 
and feed God’s people. As the Christ child is born, let us renew our commitment to God, family,  
country, and to CDA!  
 God bless,  
 Dawn 

Message from our Second Vice State Regent  
 Pam Melancon 

 

Hello CDA Sisters! 
 As Advent approaches, I think about how we are called to be CDA 
members. As I reflect, I read the following scripture: 
 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put 
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 
bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a        
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 
Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body; and be thankful. Colossians 3:12-15 
  Do you see your CDA membership in this passage? St. Paul        
references how we serve, give, share, live, unify, and love. What a gift to 
have CDA to guide us on our walk to eternity. What will our reunion be like 

when we all see each other in Heaven? 
 I pray for each of you during this Advent Season to: 
  remember your WHY  
  live out your YES 
  and share CDA peace and joy always! 
 May you and your family have a Blessed Christmas Season. 
 Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me... 
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 Message from our Recording Secretary  
Margaret Comeaux 

 

My Dear Sisters in CDA, 
 What a beautiful and prayerful time of the year it is. Beautiful because mother 
nature is going to sleep for the long winter ahead, and we are getting all the smells 
and colors of her last hoorah! Prayerful because Advent is here and that can and 
should be a very prayerful time for us. Try not to get caught up in the hustle and    
bustle of the holiday, but instead slow down like mother nature, take a deep breath, 
and use the time to meditate and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. 
 Thanks to all the District Deputies as you complete the Fall Financial Reviews 
on the Courts of Louisiana. Again, may I say job well done and God Bless you for all 
you do.  
 Hope everyone of the 6,000+ members of CDA in the state had a very good 
Thanksgiving holiday, and I also wish all of you a very and Holy and Happy Christmas 
and New Year. With the New Year comes convention, and I wish to see you all in   

Sulphur in March, 2019!! 
 Love and Prayers, 
 Margaret Comeaux  

 Message from our Treasurer  
Becky Shillings 

 

 As I sit here pondering what I am going to write about this quarter, the one thing 
that keeps running through my mind is “The Fab Five.” That’s what Connie, our State 
Regent, calls us. We, the State Board, are known as the Fab Five according to our    
Regent. Then I decided to use the Fab Five concept to talk about the upcoming holiday 
season. I call it the “Fab Five F’s” for the Holidays: Family, Friends, Food, Festivities, 
Football. 
 Football – Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years. You can’t get through them 
without playoffs, bowl games, the National Championship, and the Superbowl. In a    
rather hectic time, they do keep the men (and some of the women) occupied. Maybe a 
little too much, but you take what you can get. Enough about football. 
 Food – Oh my, the food. There’s always so much. I gain at least 10 pounds   

during the holidays.  We should enjoy what we have but remember those who do not have as much. This      
season, think about adopting a family for Thanksgiving or Christmas or both. Or get together with other       
members of your family to do so if you’re not able to it yourself. Or volunteer at your local soup kitchen.   
 Friends – What can I say about Friends? They’re always there for you. So this season, make a          
conscious effort to be there for them. Even if they are your closest friend and you think you know them like   
yourself, they may be hiding something from you. If that’s the case, let them know you’re there when they need 
you. Make sure you get together with your friends and make memories. Involve them in your volunteer work or 
your church work. Just keep them close. 
 Family – Family is the most important F in the Fab Five F’s. Family is not just your biological family. It’s 
your work family, your friends family, your church family. And they are all important to you. Now is the time to 
make sure there are no problems with any of them. Be the first to make amends. Spend as much time with them 
as you can.   
 Festivities – There are so many things going on during the holiday season. There’s Thanksgiving dinner, 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade, football, naps, Hallmark Christmas shows, Black Friday, and Cyber     
Monday shopping. Then there’s the Christmas parties, checking out Christmas lights, presents, more food, more 
naps, and enjoying family. 
 And as we get into complete holiday mode, let us remember the true reason that we can enjoy the Fab 
Five F’s and everything that goes with them. We must remember we are celebrating the birth of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Without him in our lives, we cannot truly enjoy ourselves and our family and friends.  Now is the time to 
get family members and/or friends back to church. Just reach out and invite them. You might be surprised by 
their acceptance. Remember to pray. Because we’re all broken, pray for those you know, those you don’t know, 
those who need it and those who think they don’t need it, but especially don’t forget to pray for yourself. Thank 
God for everything you have because there’s always someone who is worse off than you.  Remember -  
 Jesus is the reason for the season. 
 Keep Christ in Christmas. 
 Love to all and many blessings, 
 Becky 
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Corrections to the LA State CDA Directory 
Clip and paste the corrections below on the page indicated.  Be sure to check your information in the 
LA State CDA Directory and send corrections to First Vice Regent Dawn Fortenberry to keep the     
directory current.  

Remove  
District Deputy (Cts. 968,  2141) 
Melody McGee 
 

                  page 6 

1334 St. Joan of Arc-LaPlace 
Linda Monistere 
352 Elmwood Drive 
LaPlace, LA. 70068 
504-881-6743 
dre@sjachurch.com 
                  page 17 

197 Castile-Shreveport   
Barbara Hall 
5910 Roma Drive 
Shreveport, LA 71108 
318-865-2768  
                    page 18 

  NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Carolyn Malik 

National Director 
P.O. Box 243 

Shiner, TX   77984 
830-857-2112 

cdacarol@sbcglobal.net  
 cover  968 St Anthony-Bunkie 

Sigrid Guillot  
196 Tony Barone Road 
Bunkie, LA 71322 
318-346-6822 (h) 
985-688-0661 (c)        
Sigridguillot@att.net   
          page 6 

District Deputy (Cts. 801, 1537, 1997, 2321) 
Ann Langlinais (1613) 
502 Mosser Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70508 
337-288-8243 
cdalanglinais@gmail.com 

page 11 

Congratulations on the Following Court Anniversaries  

 December 1, 1946 - St. Martin #793 - St Martinville - 72 years 
 December 1, 1956 - St. Jules #1997 - Lafayette - 62 years 
 December 8, 1929 - St. Matthew #1144 - Monroe - 89 years 
 December 8, 1968 - Of the Visitation #1999 - Lake Charles - 50 years 
 December 10, 1944 - Regina Pacis #1372 - Natchitoches - 74 years 
 December 10, 1967 - Our Lady of the Snows #1980 - Maplewood - 51 years 
 December 16, 1923 - Rayne #844 - Rayne - 95 years  

 

January 17, 1999 - St. Bridget of Sweden #2461 - Schriever - 20 years 
January 24, 1937 - Our Lady of LaSalette #1255 - Sulphur - 82 years  
January 25, 1948 - Bishop Desmond #1459 - Alexandria - 71 years 
January 25, 1953 - Madonna #1626 - Kenner - 66 years 
January 28, 2012 - Our Lady of Humility #2653 - Basile - 7 years 
January 30, 1977 - Our Lady of Miraculous Medal #2165 - Algiers - 42 years 
 

February 2, 1964 - St. Francis of Assisi #1915 - Baton Rouge - 55 years 
February 13, 1966 - St. Theresa of Avila #1955 - Gonzales - 53 years 
February 17, 1990 - Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha #2331 - Denham Springs - 29 years 
February 20, 1972 - St. Albert the Great #2050 - Hammond - 47 years 
February 21, 1971 - Msgr. Van Der Putten #2029 - Marksville - 48 years 
February 22, 1948 - Mother Cabrini #1468 - Jennings - 71 years 
February 25, 2018 - St. John Vianney #2738 - Bell City - 1 year  
February 26, 2005 - Blessed Mother Teresa #2550 - New Iberia - 14 years 
February 28, 1954 - Our Lady of Lourdes #1670 - Erath - 65 years 

mailto:dre@sjachurch.com
mailto:cdacarol@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cdalanglinais@gmail.com
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Ode to Our Warriors  
 One of our Catholic Daughter members, Crystal Holdridge, who is a dual member of Court 
St. Rose de Lima #1194 in Duplessis, LA, and Court Saints Anne & Anthony #2698 in Sorrento, LA, 
learned that the company she worked for, Harcros Chemical, gave donations to charitable           
organizations each year. Employees could submit information about their favorite charity. She set 
out and got started working on her package to submit the Catholic Daughters as one of the possible 
beneficiaries of this  donation. To her surprise, her charitable submission was selected as one of the 
recipients. 
 She then contacted both of her Courts Officers and asked if they would meet her, along with 
the State Officers. At this meeting, Crystal presented the LA State CDA Regent Connie Dronette the 
$2,500.00 check and asked that the donation go towards the “ODE TO OUR WARRIORS” project      
selected under “The Seven Pillars of Unity and Charity,” a new state project helping charitable            
organizations in each of the seven dioceses of Louisiana.   
 The “ODE TO OUR WARRIORS” is a non-profit that provides assistance for the homeless,    
concentrating on veterans, by developing trustful relationships through safe housing, life skills   
training, educational programs, and employment opportunities.   
 A special thank you goes out to Crystal for taking the initiative to set this plan in motion and 
to Harcros Chemical for their generosity in helping their communities. If anyone would like further           
information on supporting this wonderful ministry, please contact LA State CDA Second Vice       
Regent Pam Melancon at pammelancon17@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
L-R: Glenda Lambert (Recording Secretary-Court #1194), Lynne Keller (Financial Secretary-Court #1194), 
Sheila Moore (District Deputy and Regent-Court #1194), Deborah Heath (Vice Regent-Court #1194), LA State 
CDA Secretary Margaret Comeaux, LA State CDA Second Vice Regent Pam Melancon, Crystal Holdridge 
(District Deputy and Treasurer-Court #2698), LA State CDA Regent Connie Dronette, LA State CDA First Vice 
Regent Dawn Fortenberry, LA State CDA Treasurer Becky Shillings, Sandy Chauvin (Financial Secretary-
Court #2698), Rebecca Lewis (Recording Secretary-Court #2698), Linda Portie (District Deputy), and Karen 
Fills (District Deputy). 

There are people who take the 

heart out of you, and there are  

people who put it back.  
Elizabeth David  
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State Court of Louisiana Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
48

th
 Biennial State Convention  

March 28 – 31, 2019 
 

Please note that due to our convention being held at the end of March, due dates are earlier. 
Please keep this list handy for quick references.  It will assist you in meeting all deadlines. 

ASAP Hotel Reservations need to be made directly with the hotels on or before February 28, 2019. 
Ask for reservations and tell them it is for the Catholic Daughters Convention on March 28-31, so 
that you can get the convention rates. 

 
CDA Court  
November  
Monthly Meeting 

Elect local Court delegates and alternates: Delegates and alternates must be members in 
good standing in the Court, i.e., dues paid in full, etc. 

 
December 15, 2018 Local Court delegates and alternates to state convention form: Forms will be sent by      

National and are to be mailed to State Regent Connie Dronette, 610 Pitre Street, Sulphur, LA 
70663.  Please remember to keep a copy for your files. 
 

December 31, 2018 Seminary Fund Contributions: Local Court donations to the Seminary Fund in all dioceses 
along with a list of donor Courts will be presented to the Bishops during the convention. Checks 
should be sent to State Secretary Margaret Comeaux, 215 Public Road, Rayne, LA 70578. 
 

December 31, 2018 Early Bird Registration: Save money by registering early.  Any registration and meal forms 
postmarked after December 31,2018 will be full price. Registration forms must be postmarked by 
February 1, 2019. Registration and meal forms should be mailed to State Registration Chairman 
Karen Fills, 1513 Anita Street, Sulphur, LA 70663. 
 

February 1, 2019 Education Contest: Entries for the local Courts are due to your local Court education chairman.   
 

February 15, 2019 

 

State Education Contest:  First place winners from the local Courts are to be sent to LA State 

Chairman, Elaine Trahan, 4011 Drozan Court, Lake Charles, LA 70605. 

 

February 1, 2019  Candidates for LA State CDA Officers: Packets are to be mailed to State Nominating       
Committee Chairman Sylvia Waits, 7603 Kings Hill Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70810.  Forms 
postmarked after February 1, 2019, will not be accepted. 
 

February 1, 2019  Bylaws:  Bylaws submitted by local Courts are to be mailed to LA State CDA Second Vice State 

Regent Pam Melancon, 9325 Jeff St., Gonzales, LA  70737. 

February 1, 2019 Resolutions:  Resolutions submitted by local Courts (criteria for writing and submitting a       
resolution for convention consideration is outlined in Section 3, Page 11, “Tools of the Trade”) 
are to be mailed to State Second Vice Regent Pam Melancon, 9325 Jeff Street, Gonzales, LA 
70737. 

February 1, 2019  State Court Scholarship Award: Entries from local Courts for 8th and 12th grade students are 

to be sent to State Scholarship Chairman Pat Myers, 802 Sundale Drive, Lake Charles, LA 

70607. 

February 1, 2019 Circle of Love Annual Report Forms:  COL Forms are to be sent to each respective chairman 

listed on the form.   

February 1, 2019  Newsletter Contest:  Local Court entries are to be mailed to State Chairman Tracy LeMieux, 

319 W. Claude Street, Lake Charles, LA 70605  

February 1, 2019  Memorial Mass Intentions form: Forms listing CDA deceased members or chaplains are to be 

sent to State Secretary Margaret Comeaux, Public Road, Rayne, LA  70578. 

February 1, 2019  Convention Booklet/Ad Sponsors: The sponsorship form for Court and individual member’s 

sponsorship and applicable payment are to be sent to Joyce Stein, 19415 Paul Stein Street, 

Vacherie, LA 70090.  Please make check payable to LA State CDA.  
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Diocese of Baton Rouge 
 Blessings to you, my sisters in Christ. My name is Mary Benoit. In       
January, 2018, I was asked by our Worthy LA State CDA Regent and newly 
elected National Director Connie Dronette to represent three Courts in the      
Diocese of Baton Rouge as their new District Deputy. I happily accepted this   
position. 
 I joined the Catholic Daughters in 2009, which was something I had  
wanted to do for a long time after seeing the wonderful things the Catholic 
Daughters do for the less fortunate, as well as our church community. I knew this 
was going to be an organization that would make a difference in the lives of not 
only others but for mine as well. I am proud to say I was so very right!  As a new 
(gullible J )member, I was soon elected to Vice Regent (2011-2014), followed by 
Regent (2014-2018), and finally back to Vice Regent (2018 to present).   
 I have been married to the love of my life, Troy, for almost 28 years. We 

have four wonderful children, Hunter-24 years old (Catholic Daughter and current recording secretary 
for our Court), Christian-21 years old (only son and Grand Knight of our local Knights of Columbus 
Council), twin sister, Brogan-21 years old (current Catholic Daughter) and Joelle-14 years old (future 
Catholic Daughter). I am an IT Database Analyst and work full time for the Attorney General’s office.  I 
also teach 9th grade CCD -Theology of the Body, am an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, as well 
as a member of the Brusly High Band Boosters. I also assist and coordinate bible studies and pro-life 
activities for our church parish, both adult and youth. When I have/make time, I love to cook, do      
woodworking projects, ride bikes with my family, as well hunting, fishing and camping.  
 As you can tell, God has blessed me abundantly in my life.  By Him allowing me to be a part of 
such a wonderful sisterhood of friends as I have found in the Catholic Daughters, He has amplified 
those blessings for me. I can’t wait to see where this new role, as District Deputy, will lead me in life and 
in the Catholic Daughters.  I’m praying for all of you, and by His Grace, heaven is our finish line. 
 

Diocese of Lake Charles 
 My name is Linda Portie. This is my first year to have the privilege of  
serving as District Deputy in the Diocese of Lake Charles. It was also a dream of 
mine to become one; therefore, when Connie Dronette asked if I would like to   
attend a District Deputy Training, I accepted. The opportunity to do this has     
resulted in wonderful camaraderie and the opportunity to network with other 
Courts in our area. The three Courts assigned to me have enriched me beyond 
belief. It is a pleasure to work with these wonderful ladies. 
 Two years ago, I retired from the Calcasieu Parish School Board. Then, 
this summer, I accepted the position of Principal at Our Lady's School in Sulphur, 
LA. This has been the best decision ever; the faculty, staff, students, and parents 
are exemplary. To say that I am blessed is an understatement.  With the grace of 
God and our Blessed Mother's guidance, the school year has been going well. 
 My husband, Don and I have been married for 47 years, and we have no 
children. He has been such a help when I was an officer with our Court Our Lady 
of LaSalette #1255-Sulphur and now that I am working again. It has been such an 

honor to come full circle since I actually began my career at Our Lady's School back in the 
1970's. When I stated I have no children, I meant no biological children; however, we have 287         
students whom I regard as family, and I have one niece and one nephew. I only had one sister, and she 
died in 2009. I am so grateful to have her two children and their children to call family also.   
 It is a pleasure to work with the fabulous LA State CDA Officers. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve as District Deputy. 

We must find time to stop and thank the 
people who make a difference in our lives. 

Dan Zadra  
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 Archdiocese of New Orleans 
 My name is Trisha Crombie. When I say SISTER, you say HOOD!  But 
you have to be INVOLVED to really understand the concept!  I joined the Catholic 
Daughters Court Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal #2165 in New Orleans when I 
was 18 because they were having fun without me and that was unacceptable!  I 
have held almost every local office, including Regent for several terms. I have also 
served as LA State CDA Treasurer from 1998-2000. One of the best decisions I 
have ever made was to join this amazing organization. I love how it empowers 
women to raise their hearts and voices in unison to further God’s kingdom on 
earth, making an impact as we serve others. The need is so great and that keeps 
me running! I was appointed District Deputy by Past LA State CDA Regent Vickie 
(Broussard) Melancon, and it has been a rewarding and learning experience. I 
love spending time with my Courts and furthering the SISTERHOOD! And it has 

been an incredible journey being involved with initiating the new Courts in the Archdiocese of New   
Orleans with the State Board this summer. The women are looking for something more, and we are 
here to provide it. How awesome is that! I am looking forward to starting more Courts in New           
Orleans. Yipee! 
 I am single, and that allows me to do all this running. Thank God!  I am a member of Holy 
Name of Mary Parish in Algiers and am co-chair of the Welcoming Committee. I have been a legal  
secretary for many years for Phelps Dunbar and am active in the Legal Professionals of New Orleans, 
the Louisiana Legal Professionals, and the Association of Bankruptcy Judicial Assistants. I am blessed 
with a lot of energy and, wow, do I need it for Catholic Daughters.  See you at Convention! 

Diocese of Baton Rouge      
 Twenty-five years ago, Court St 
George #1960-Baton Rouge was trying to 
find a way to serve the St. George Parish 
families with a fundraiser. It was decided to 
have a Pancake Breakfast with Santa, and 
in December, 1994, the first Santa Breakfast 
was attempted. About 100 people were 
served breakfast. The CDA members had 
such a fun time working together serving the 
parish families that the breakfast has       
continued for 25 years!  In December, 2017, 
450 people were served in three hours, and 
our Court averages a profit of about $1,800 
from the pancake, sausage, milk, orange 
juice and coffee. Thanks to Santa Claus as 
he makes a special visit to the St George 
community to take pictures and listen to the 
wants of approximately 250 children sitting on his lap. On December 8, 2018, the St George Catholic 
Daughters Court will be serving up our 25th Breakfast with Santa. 

Just concentrate on helping one person, giving hope to  
one person, and that person in turn may give hope to somebody  

else and it will spread out.  
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Diocese of Baton Rouge 
 Court St. Jean Vianney #2303
-Baton Rouge was installed on July 
23, 1988, and recently celebrated 
their 30th anniversary. The picture to 
the right shows all the ladies who 
came and enjoyed our anniversary 
celebration. Eleven of the original 
charter members were recognized at 
the celebration this past July at Don’s    
Seafood in Denham Springs. We are 
busy in our home parish by preparing 
and serving for the First Communion 
and Confirmation receptions. We  
also prepare and serve at the Bishop 
Ott Shelter for homeless men in    
Baton Rouge three times a year. 
Members visit the Veterans Home located on Florida Boulevard for different holidays, bringing food for 
the men to enjoy as well as visiting and talking with them. The men enjoy these visits so much!  In   
November, members bring fruit and other small items for Thanksgiving baskets which are then         
delivered by the members to the 25 homebound residents in St. Jean Vianney Parish. Christmas 
brings our annual poinsettia sale. This annual fundraiser offers beautiful poinsettias to our parish which 
can be bought to enjoy or bought as memorial donations. The poinsettias bought as memorial          
donations are used to decorate St. Jean Vianney Church at Christmas and help defray costs to our 
Parish.  
  

     
      
 We were asked by LA State CDA  
Regent Connie Dronette to try and do 
something with another Court. Courts 
Saints Anne and Anthony #2698-
Sorrento and St. Rose de Lima #1194-
Duplessis took a Spiritual Journey to St. 
Helena Church in Amite. We received a 
blessing from Father Lee, our Chaplain, 
before departing.                       
 We arrived at St. Helena church, 
toured the gift shop, and played an       
Ice-Breaker game to get us started.   
Reverend Mark Beard, pastor of St.   
Helena, gave a talk on Discernment. 
Committee Chairmen Dawn Fortenberry 
and Jaime Robert conducted a prayer 
service with music and examination of 
conscience, explaining each time we sin, 
we drive the nails deeper into Jesus. 
 We enjoyed a guided tour by   
Angela Corkern, from the altar, the 
church, the relics, the Garden of Geth-
semane, St. Peter’s Courtyard, and the 
Adoration Chapel. We ended with silent 

prayer and the Divine Mercy Chaplet. A very spirit-filled day was had by all. 

Sitting L-R: Crystal Holdridge (Treasurer-2698), Estelle Babin, 

Janice Waggenspack, Fran Bensabat, Alice Aymond. 

Standing L-R: Glenda Lambert (RS-1194), Charlene LeBlanc, Sandy 

Chauvin (FS-2698), Jaime Robert, Rebecca Lewis (RS-2698), Dawn 

Fortenberry (FVSR – LA), Elladee Chauvin, Mary Bourgeois (Regent-

2698), Bobbye Torado, Sandi Hack (Treasurer-1194), Kelli Milano 

(VR-2698), Kim Owens, Sheila Moore (DD & Regent-1194) 
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Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux  
 Court St. Bridget of Sweden #2461-
Schriever is preparing for its 20th Anniver-
sary! Members are involved in religious, 
youth, and charitable projects and events in 
St. Bridget Parish. The newly elected officers 
are planning motivational, and inspirational 
events and meetings for the upcoming year. 
The Court plans to visit the Patrick F. Taylor 
Hope Lodge in January as well as send     
delegates to the convention in March. Current 
Court officers are Regent Bernadette Mabile, 
Vice-Regent Melissa Tardiff, Recording Sec-
retary Sharon Pollet, Financial Secretary 
Pauline Monnier, and Treasurer Nina Billiot. 
Court Chaplain the Very Reverend Simon  
Peter Engurait, VG, keeps the Court inspired and busy! God is good!  
 The photo above was taken at the Court baby shower held last October!  
 

Diocese of Lake Charles 
  
 
 
 Court St Joseph the Worker #1986-Vinton 
officers are enjoying our new term in CDA. We had 
an eventful Catholic Daughter Sunday and have 
had a work day making fidget blankets for demen-
tia/alzheimer patients. We look forward to more 
times spent together praying, working, and having 
fun as a group. This photo to the left was taken at 
a rose ceremony for one of our dear members   
funeral service. "Faith. Hope. Love. The greatest of 
these is Love." 1 Corinthians 13:13 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Archdiocese of New Orleans  
 Court Madonna #1626-Kenner was chartered January 25, 1953. The ladies that are members 
of our Court are very hard-working and dedicated ladies that are always ready to volunteer to help 
with our Court’s projects and activities. Every year, we host the St. Rosalie Spaghetti dinner in        
September and the annual Pro Life Baby Shower in April, among other charitable works. We are very 
proud of Court Madonna members who have given their time, talents, and faith for the past 65 years.  
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JCDA is Growing 
 We welcome JCDA Court #10 to the State of Louisiana! JCDA Court Regina Coeli #2063 was 
instituted August 25, 2018, at St. Jude the Apostle Church in Baton Rouge. 
 What a blessing for these young ladies to say yes to God’s call. Please keep them and their 
adult sponsor, Carol Goldsmith, in your prayers as they nurture their personal and spiritual growth 
through activities which focus on Christ's message, service, and community. 
 More good news………….#11 is on its way! 

 

 Girls just want to have 
fun!! Well, several girls of the  
Junior Catholic Daughters did just 
that at the 2018 JCDA Fun Day 
and Membership Drive hosted on 
September 16th at the Lake Arthur 
City Park. The JCDA of St. Maria 
Goretti Court #1573 of Our Lady 
of the Lake Catholic Church in 
Lake Arthur and Mother Cabrini 
Court #1468 of Our Lady Help of 
Christians of Jennings hosted the 
Fun Day and Membership Drive  
together.  
 The goal of hosting the 
event was to create awareness of 
the Junior Catholic Daughters  

organization and the community service projects they are involved in, increase membership, and, of 
course, have some fun!!  At the Fun Day and Membership Drive, JCDA members and friends enjoyed 
lunch along with fun jumps, face painting, dancing, games, and door prizes. The event was well     
attended by approximately 55 girls plus family and friends. Court St Maria Goretti #1573 introduced 
19 new members to the Lake Arthur Court and Court Mother Cabrini #1468 of Jennings introduced 
six new members.  
 New members of the JCDA St. Maria Goretti Court #1573 were Ava Gary, Mallory Lyon, 
Karlee Benoit, Avery Doucet, Kenli Garcia, Summer Weekly, Aniston Weekly, Ella Reed, Ann Leigh 
Sims, Jaelynn Duhon, Lizee Guidry, Hattie Guidry,  Hannah Trahan, Shailyn Kirkland, Bailey Leger, 
Cadence Monceaux, Madlyn Manuel, Kennedy Fontenot, and Spenser Breham.  
 For the JCDA of Mother Cabrini Court #1468, new members include Eleanor McNally, Mary 
Francis Watkins, Isabel Watkins, Julianne Reed, Maggi Reed, and Olivia Davis. 
 

 

 JCDA Court Of The Visitation #1999 at 
St. Theodore Catholic Church in Moss Bluff 
packed and shipped shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. The girls have enjoyed this 
project for the past several years, and they are 
looking forward to receiving an email letting 
them know to what country the boxes are      
delivered.  
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 On August 25, 2018, JCDA Court Regina Coeli 
#2063-Baton Rouge was installed at St. Jude Church 
with 13 new members including three sets of three      
sisters. Our fall projects included making scented      
candles and fire starters for the Senior Court Annual 
CDA Bake and Craft Sale held in October. Future       
projects include making dog and cat treats for shelter 
animals, making mini bouquets for homebound Senior 
Court CDA members, and singing at the annual CDA 
and Knights of Columbus Christmas party. May God 
bless our new chapter and its members.   

 

 

 Many members of the JCDA Court Our   
Lady of Humility #2653-Basile attended our  
local CDA Mass on October 21, 2018. Pictured 
to the right are the Court members after the 
Mass, sporting their new and much loved   
sashes. They have an opportunity to earn pins 
for their sashes by attending weekday Masses, 
visiting adoration, going to confession, praying 
the rosary, and keeping a journal. They are in 
1st through 6th grades.  
 At our December meeting, our girls will     
deliver gifts to our local nursing home and play 
Bingo with the residents! 

   Boudreaux traveled home from da Amtrak train station felling kinda sick. He told Marie (his wife), “Ten 
hours riding backwards, ah could never stand dat too good no me.” 
 Marie axes him, “Mais, how come you didn’t ax da one sitting across from you to jus switch seats cher?” 
 Boudreaux said, “Mais, ah couldn’t do dat me.... dere was nobody sitting dere!” 
          Source: www.cajuneasy.com  

Save the Date 
March 28-31, 2019 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas  
48th Biennial Louisiana State Convention 

Sulphur, Louisiana 
West-Cal Event Center 

"Serve one another humbly in love"   
    Galations 5:13 
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Circle of Love Forms         
 Catholic Daughters do so many wonderful and unique projects in the state of 
Louisiana! Let’s share this with all of our Catholic Daughter sisters throughout the 
country!         
 The newly revised and updated Circle of Love Forms are included in this    
newsletter. We encourage all Courts to participate in this aspect of the Circle of Love 
program. As Court chairman, please select ONE most outstanding event in your       
specific area of the Circle of Love your Court participated in or accomplished that is 
unique and send it to the state for consideration and recognition. Court chairmen, in 
addition to making it to the state chairman indicated on each form, please keep a copy 
of the entry for your Court files. These awards will be given at the LA State CDA Convention in March, 2019. 
What a joy it will be to hear that our Louisiana Courts placed in these contests! The LA State deadline will be 
February 1, 2019. These forms are to be mailed to the LA State Circle of Love Chairman. The Chairman’s 
name and address is listed on the forms. The first place LA State winner in each category will be sent to the 
National Chairman.    

FROM CONNIE, DAWN, PAM, MARGARET, AND BECKY 

Delegate and Alternate Forms  
Catholic Daughters of the Americas National Office mailed out the Delegate and Alternate forms for the State  
Convention to all local Court Regents. Please complete this form upon receipt and mail a copy to LA State 
CDA Regent Connie Dronette upon completion. (Make a copy for your files.) Courts are encouraged to list a 
name for each delegate and alternate position allowed on the form, even if they are not sure they will all attend 
the   convention. The Court may have to move an alternate up to a delegate, and you want to be sure there 
are  sufficient names on the form.   

Nativity Word Scram-
ble  
1. STRA _ _ _ _                 
2. MAGREN _ _ _ _ _ _            
3. MYAR _ _ _ _                  
4. SEPHE _ _ _ _ _               
5. DOEYKN _ _ _ _ _ _ 
6. AEGLN _ _ _ _ _ 
7. JPHOES _ _ _ _ _ _ 
8. JSSEU _ _ _ _ _ 
9. KIGSN _ _ _ _ _ 

Remember to pray for those in the military who are serving to protect our country.      

As always, we hope this newsletter inspired you, made you think, and definitely made you laugh.  
 Karen Fills, Newsletter Editor  

On August 18, 2016, LA State CDA was given written copyright permission from Publisher Compendium Incorporated to use all the 
quotes in this newsletter. The name of the book is Thank You, In Appreciation of You, And All That You Do.   As Newsletter Editor, 
I was given written copyright permission to use any material from www.cajuneasy.com. The software programs used in this     
newsletter for some of the graphics/clipart are Microsoft Publisher, PrintMaster Version 18.1, Print Shop 4.0 Professional, and 
Broderbund. Some graphics were located by using the Bing search engine filtering system under “free to use and share” and/or 
“free to use, modify, and share.” 

All these words 

came from the 

Christmas story. 

Can you unscramble 

them?  

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

FROM CONNIE, DAWN, PAM, MARGARET, AND BECKY 
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Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Leadership done by your Court this past     

year.  What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on 

your Court or parish?  

 

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                            LEADERSHIP  

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

 Connie Thibodeaux 
451 W. Vine Avenue 
Eunice, LA 70535 
ccthib@bellsouth.net 
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Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Family done by your Court this past     year.  

What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on your 

Court or parish?  

 

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                            FAMILY  

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

Donna Young 
617 Windermere Boulevard 
Alexandria, LA 71303 
dhly7@aol.com  
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Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Quality of Life done by your Court this past 

year.  What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on 

your Court or parish?  

 

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                      QUALITY OF LIFE   

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

Claire Amedee 
1711 Hwy 18 
Vacherie, LA 70090 
stphillipcwa@gmail.com  
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Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Spiritual Enhancement done by your Court 

this past year.  What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity 

have on your Court or parish?  

 

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                                          SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT   

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

Carolyn McCalip 
5036 Holloway Avenue 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
rmccalip@aol.com  
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Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Education done by your Court this past 

year.  What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on 

your Court or parish?  

 

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                            EDUCATION    

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

Elaine Trahan 
4011 Drozan Court 
Lake Charles, LA 70605 
ebtfiligree@hotmail.com  
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Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

  Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Legislation done by your Court this past 

year.  What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on 

your Court or parish?  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                            LEGISLATION  

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

Linda Breaux 
4027 Joseph Street 
Lake Charles, LA 70605 
lbreaux48@suddenlink.net 
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Part I: YOUTH  

Title of the Project _______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe fully ONE project in the Circle of Love program for Youth done by your Court this past year.  

What was the goal for the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on your 

Court or parish?  

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                        YOUTH / JCDA  

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   

Regent   Local Chairman   

Number of Members   Email   

Address   

City   State   Zip   

Local Court Chairman: Please fill out this form (Print/Type) and mail to: 

STATE CHAIRMAN: 

Linda Portie 
1001 Michelle Drive 
Sulphur, LA 70663 
linda.portie@gmail.com  
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Part II: YOUTH  

 1. Does your Court sponsor a Junior or Juniorette Court?  

 

 2. If you answered no to the above question, are you planning on starting one soon? 

      Please include details.  

 

 3. If you answered yes, please answer the following questions. 

 

 4. What is the name of the Junior Court and how many members are in the Court? 

 

 5.  What is the name of the Juniorette Court and how many members are in the Court? 

 

Describe ONE outstanding project from the Junior or Juniorette Court.  What was the goal for 

the activity? How many were involved? What impact did the activity have on your Court or 

parish? 

 

Title of the Project: _________________________________________________________ 

Please use the back of this page or additional sheets if necessary.  Thank you for completing this report. We 
suggest that you keep a copy to pass on to the next chairman.  

DEADLINE:  Entries must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2019.  

Local Court Chairman to State Chairman 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas®        

                            YOUTH / JCDA  

Circle of Love Reporting Form 

February 1, 2018 – February 1, 2019 

Court Name   Number   


