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Message from the Louisiana State CDA Regent 
Connie Dronette  

 

My Dear CDA Sisters, 
 As I write this letter, we are working diligently to get ready for the 48th 
Biennial LA State CDA Convention. I am so excited to welcome you to my 
hometown. I challenged the Courts to register 500 Catholic Daughters. We are 
so close. Today we have 429 registered. We had 326 registered at the 2017 
LA State CDA Convention. We are growing by over 100! I am so happy that I 
might just show up with purple hair even though we didn’t make it to 500! 
 I want everyone to know that all Catholic Daughters can attend the 
Thursday Night of Reflection at no cost. Katie Prejean is our guest speaker.  
Look her up on YouTube. You don’t have to be registered to attend the Night of 
Reflection or the Masses on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. The Friday and  
Saturday Masses will be held at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Catholic Church  
in Sulphur, and the Sunday Mass will be held at the West Cal Event Center. All 
Masses will be held at 9:00 A.M. The Bishops of the Dioceses of Lake Charles 
and Lafayette will be celebrating the Opening Mass on Friday. It will be beautiful. Regents, please 
pass this information on to all of your Court members. 
 I am excited but a little saddened too, as this will be my last newsletter. I want to thank all of 
you for the love and support that you have given me over the past two years. You welcomed me into 
your Courts and into your hearts, and for that I will be forever grateful. I have so many wonderful  
memories. 
 I am so proud of the 2017-2019 Louisiana State CDA Board. We have worked as a team and 
allowed ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit in all of our endeavors. I have often called us the Fab 
Five because we work so well together. It is not that we all agree all of the time. After all, we are five 
women! But we always came together on all decisions and agreed that what we decided upon was for 
the good of the order. I have been on the board for eight years and I will miss it.    
 Please know that you will always be in my heart and in my prayers. I ask that you pray for me 
as I continue to serve the Catholic Daughters as a National Director.    
 Your Servant Sister, 
 Connie 
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Nominating Committee Report 
 After careful consideration, the nominating committee presents the following slate of officers for the 
Louisiana CDA Convention delegates’ consideration: 

 Regent – Dawn Fortenberry 
           First Vice State Regent – Pam Melancon 

       Second Vice State Regent – Margaret Comeaux 
Secretary – Vacant 

       Treasurer – Shelia Moore 
 The office of State Secretary is vacant. Please pray about the possibility of running for this position. 
We know God will call someone. Is it you? Any CDA member who wishes to run must turn a packet in to LA 
State CDA Regent Connie Dronette before the gavel goes down at 12:00 noon on Friday, March 29, 2019. 
 

The information below was taken from the LA State CDA Standing Rules.  
d) Any candidate for a State Office running from the floor shall submit a statement of qualifications, current 
 photograph, statement of endorsement by her local Court, and her written consent to serve to 
 State Regent Connie Dronette no later than Friday prior to the opening of the business session. 
e)  Any candidate for a State Office running from the floor also shall submit three hundred (300) copies 
 of her flyer to State Treasurer Becky Shillings on Friday prior to the opening of the business       
 session. These will be distributed to all delegates before the closing of the Friday business      
 session. 
f)   Campaign material is limited to one sheet of paper (8½ X 11 inches), printed on one side only, with 
 or without a photograph. 
g)  No campaign material shall be distributed or worn in the convention meeting room or during the        
 election process. No campaign favors are to be distributed at any time. 

Convention Campaign Night   
 After the Friday Convention Business Session 1 has ended, tables will be set up around the hallway for a 
“Meet the Candidate” before dinner. Members who have been nominated, both for LA State CDA Office and 
Nominating Committee, as well as those who have elected to run from the floor, will be allowed to 
“campaign.”  Handouts should be only one page with your resume and picture, if available, on it. You will need to 
have 300 copies available to hand out at Meet the Candidate Campaign from 6:00 PM. to 6:30 PM. No materials 
can be handed out on the convention floor at anytime. No materials can be handed out before elections except 
for those on the LA State CDA Board selected by the Nominating Committee. The resumes of these five ladies 
can be put into the convention bags before convention starts. After nominations have closed, all candidates who 
are running can stand outside the convention room and hand out materials at the Meet the Candidate time only.  

 Convention Philanthropy 
LA State CDA Court has chosen Autism Services of Southwest Louisiana for our           

Convention Philanthropy Project. They are a non-profit organization that builds homes for adults 
with autism. Autism Services of Southwest Louisiana in Lake Charles, LA was founded on the    
belief that each person with autism should have the opportunity to participate in a living environ-
ment specifically tailored to their unique needs and abilities. The founders of the organization, all of 
whom have close family members on the autism spectrum, were concerned their loved ones could 
be forced into institutions or group homes where they might not receive individual attention and 
care appropriate to their needs. 

We would like to ask all CDA Courts attending the Convention to bring paper products 
(most needed items are paper towels, toilet paper, and flushable wipes, but will accept paper 
plates, cups, Kleenex, and napkins) or a Wal-Mart gift card. Mrs. Geri Landry, a founder of the   
organization and a CDA member of Court Lady of the Lake #695-Lake Charles, will be our guest 
speaker on Friday morning and she will share her story with us. 
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48th Biennial State Convention  
Split Pot -50/50 

Come prepared with your “mad money” so that 
you can participate in these activities. There 
will be several drawings. The proceeds from 
split pot will benefit our CDA Seminary Fund. 

Bring Your Spending Money to the  

48th Biennial State Convention 
Ways you can spend your money at the convention:  

 Take chances on basket raffle 

 Try your luck at split pot (several drawings) 

 CDA store with many new items 

 Souvenir convention pin 

 Convention t-shirt with 2019 convention theme  

    48th BIENNIAL LOUISIANA CDA STATE CONVENTION  
Tentative Agenda   
March 28-31, 2019 

 
Thursday, March 28, 2019  

 
Registration ......................................................................................................  1:00 PM-6:00 PM 
Breakout Sessions   ......................................................................................... 3:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Choir Practice ................................................................................................. 5:15 PM-6:00 PM 
Evening of Reflection (Katie Prejean) ............................................................ 7:00 PM-8:30 PM 
Committee Meetings ...................................................................................... 8:45 PM-9:00 PM 
 
                                                         Friday, March 29, 2019 
 
Registration (closed during Mass)  ................................................................. 7:30 AM-6:00 PM 
Choir Practice  ................................................................................................ 7:30 AM-8:30 AM 
Opening Mass (Robed)  ..................................................................................................    9:00 AM 
  Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 1109 Cypress Street, Sulphur, LA 
Chaplain’s Luncheon (Clergy and Religious Only)  ......................................................  11:00 AM 
Lunch (on your own)  ....................................................................................   10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Business Session Number 1 ............................................................................... 12:00 PM-4:00 PM 
Meet the Candidates .........................................................................................   6:00 PM-6:30 PM 
Pre-Banquet Hospitality  ..................................................................................   6:00 PM-7:00 PM 
Friday Fun-Night (Daughters of the King – wear your bling)  ......................................     7:00 PM 
 
                                                       Saturday, March 30, 2019 
 
Leadership Breakfast (PSR, State Chairmen, District Deputies, and Regents)  ......    7:00 AM 
Registration (closed during Mass)  .................................................................  7:30 AM-10:30 AM 
Memorial Mass  ..............................................................................................................    9:00 AM 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 1109 Cypress Street, Sulphur, LA 
Business Session Number 2 (voting)  ...........................................................    12:00 PM-12:30 PM  
Lunch (on your own)  ....................................................................................      12:30 AM-2:00 PM 
Business Session Number 3  ...........................................................................      2:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Pre-Banquet Hospitality  ...............................................................................    6:00 PM-7:00 PM 
Convention Banquet    .......................................................................................   7:00 PM-9:30 PM 
 
                                                        Sunday, March 31, 2019 
 
Mass of Installation ..........................................................................................................  9:00 AM 
  St. Michael Convention Hall  
Complimentary Brunch    ...............................................................  Immediately Following Mass                                                            
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 LA State Chaplain 
Reverend Edward J. Richard, M.S.   

 

Dear Catholic Daughters, 
 I am getting very excited about the upcoming CDA Convention here in       
Sulphur. The West Cal Event Center is a beautiful facility that should serve us well 
during the days of meetings. 
 It is hard to imagine that something as big as the current State Convention 
could be held here in Sulphur. That fact that this can be done gives witness to the 
great amount of growth that has taken place in this area in the last ten years. As a 
parish priest, this growth brings a bit of sadness as we see more of our families 

move out of the area as it becomes more populated. Many people here are nostalgic for the Sulphur 
that was a slow-moving little town next to, but far away, from Lake Charles. By no means is Sulphur a 
big city, but it is changing and with that change comes growing pains. 
 I know that you will enjoy being here together with other Catholic Daughters from around the 
state. We look forward to welcoming you.  
 The days of the Convention will provide us a chance to celebrate and encourage one another at 
this crucial time in the Church.  
 Yours in Our Lady, 
 Father Edward J. Richard, MS, VF 

Message from National Director 
Carolyn Malik  

 

Howdy, Catholic Daughters in Louisiana, 
 I am looking forward to attending the Louisiana State CDA Convention at 
the end of this month in Sulphur. You know that Louisiana is one of my favorite 
states to visit, and I do visit on a regular basis.   
 Your state officers have been spending countless hours to make this an 
exciting time for you, the officers and membership. So, you need to avail your-
self of this great opportunity to participate in the programs which are planned. 
After  becoming acquainted with your State Regent Connie Dronette and serving 
on the CDA National Board with her, I have no doubt that this convention will be 
a very spirit filled and uplifting one. I know we will ALL come away with a     
burning desire to work harder for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas as a 
whole. This is a time to become energized and enthusiastic about the programs 
and goals in CDA.   

 Convention is a time to renew old friendships and make new friends from across the state.  
Take advantage of this opportunity to share your projects and programs with others and learn how 
others participate in the national program of the Circle of Love. Make notes and take these new    
ideas back to your local Courts to implement.  Best wishes for a very productive convention.   
 Keep up the good works for Our Lord and His Mother.   
 Carolyn Malik 

Celebrate the  
resurrection of 

our Lord!  

Happy Easter  
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Message from our First Vice State Regent and State Court Development Chairman  
Dawn Fortenberry 

 

My Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 I was recently asked by someone how we do all we do. My answer was 
simple, “LOVE.” If you don’t love what you do, maybe you should rethink why and 
what you are doing and for what reason. My reason is because I feel God is calling 
me to this and my love for Him. We all go through seasons in our life where one 
day we are happy doing whatever we are doing at the time and then all of a      
sudden, we are no longer happy or energized with passion. If that is the case, then 
maybe God is calling you to something different. Maybe he is asking you to step 
out of your comfort zone and look further. You can make a difference! 
 We are working very hard trying to make sure this is the best LA State CDA 
Convention ever. We hope we have inspired you through this past term to be on 
fire with love for your organization. Who we are and what we do! Pass it on. We 
hear too many times that people don’t join the Catholic Daughters either because 
no one ever asked them personally or because they never heard of us. If your 

Court has been around for some time and people don’t know who you are, we need to address this. Be 
present in ministry, in service, in your love for God. Brand yourself with your colors, wear your CDA pride 
wherever you are. Publicize in your local bulletin every so often. Have a sign made to post when you are 
hosting something. Let others know who you are and what you do. 
 In closing, I am asking for all your prayers for all those attending the convention that we have a  
successful and joyful event. If you haven’t signed up to join us, it’s not too late.   
 May you all enjoy a spirit filled Lent and rejoice in the risen Christ.  Happy Easter, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Ya’ll are the best, love to all! 
 Dawn 

Message from our Second Vice State Regent  
 Pam Melancon 

 

Greetings to my CDA Sisters,  
 It has been a blessed and busy 2019. It is so special to see the work of 
Christ in the young and old across our state. May the Holy Spirit continue to guide 
our Courts. 
 In January, we were excited to institute a new JCDA Court, St. Theresa of 
Avila #1955 in the Diocese of Baton Rouge. Congratulations to the girls and their 
sponsors, and we joyfully await the fruits of their Court. Please keep the prayers 
coming for the young girls of our state, and for the Senior Courts that sponsor 
them. At present, there is yet another Senior Court working on starting their JCDA 
Court!  
 The LA State CDA Board has been working diligently in preparation for the 
convention. This has been a true learning experience for me. It is such an honor to 
work hand-in-hand with these wonderful women on the board. I truly never          

imagined I would one day be helping to plan a convention for over 400 women. The Holy Spirit is moving 
throughout Louisiana!  
 As exciting as this time is, it is also a closure to my term as your LA Second Vice State CDA Regent.  
As my term comes to an end, I have been reflecting on this special time, and I found a LA State CDA    
Newsletter article that I had written in 2017. In it I stated, “CDA has ignited a newly profound excitement 
within my heart. I am excited, excited to learn, to teach, to share, and to grow spiritually with my CDA sisters. 
I desire to keep the light of Christ shining in each one of us!” As I conclude my term as LA Second Vice State 
CDA Regent and look back over these two years, I realize that God has fulfilled those desires in so many 
beautiful ways. I did just that, I learned, taught, shared, and grew spiritually. Our lights are shining brightly, 
unity has been obtained, and charity has been given.  
 I am grateful for the support and encouragement I have received from so many of you. I hope I have 
met your expectations. As I complete my term, I now challenge each of you to prayerfully consider stepping 
up in your Courts to take the lead. God will provide you with the tools you need and will always guide you. I 
can attest to the fact that the fruits will far exceed the challenges!  
  God bless,  
 Pam 
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 Message from our Recording Secretary  
Margaret Comeaux 

 

My dear Sisters in CDA, 
 As we prepare to enter the season of Lent and as we walk this journey 
together even if we think we are walking alone, faith and grace bind us to 
each other and to our God, and that is the stuff of which pure joy is made.  
Prepare yourself to begin down the path today. If you get sidetracked, as we 
all do sometime, pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and start over again.    
 It is in knowing that we have companions, seen and unseen, lifting us 
up, a communion of saints, in which we all get to stake a claim. Stop, look, 
listen because Joy is hiding in plain sight, even on the road to Calvary, even 
on the cross, because joy is not fleeting, joy is not a feeling; joy is the 
knowledge that we have been saved by Jesus Christ, who invites us all to joy 
him on the Way…..So let us begin. 
 In a few weeks we will be seeing many of you at the 48th Biennial    

Louisiana State CDA Convention in Sulphur, and I so am looking forward to that…SEE YOU IN     
SULPHUR!!! 
 Love and Prayers, 
 Margaret   

 Message from our Treasurer  
Becky Shillings 

 

   
 Prayer by definition is a solemn request for help or expression of thanks 
addressed to God or an object of worship. There are four kinds of prayers used 
by Catholics: Adoration-Praising God; Contrition-Asking for God's forgiveness;  
Petition-Asking God for a favor; and Thanksgiving-Showing God gratitude. 
 With this in mind, I’d like to leave you with this prayer: 
                                    May you... 
           Never doubt God's love for you. 
           Always be at peace, in both mind and spirit. 
                        Know the joy of a true friend. 
     Have the courage to be who God created you to be. 

Laugh often and deeply. 
May you... 

Love whole-heartedly. 
Be loved whole-heartedly. 

Cherish the little things that make life so sweet. 
Remember the joy of discovery, of possibilities, of new beginnings. 

Love and trust the Mystery behind all of life. 
May you... 

Learn to give freely of your possessions. 
Learn to give deeply of yourself. 

Have a dream for your life and the courage to pursue it. 
Always have a place that means "home" to you. 

Live in the assurance of God's constant loving presence. 
May you... 

Always do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with  

your God. 
Amen 

 May God bless you this Lenten Season and always, 
 Becky  
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Money Calendar Fundraiser 
 Below you will see members of LA State CDA Treasurer Becky Shillings, Court, St. Rose 
de Lima #1194-Duplessis, and LA State CDA First Vice State Regent Dawn Fortenberry’s Court, 
Saints Anne & Anthony #2698-Sorrento, helping to get this fundraiser set to roll for January 1st.  
We have not sold as many as the first year, but that’s ok.  We have made enough to fund our   
Seven Pillars project and still have a little left over for Habitat for Humanity Fund.   

 My heart is overflowing with gratefulness 
and thanks to all who were gracious enough to 
buy a calendar. Wishing you all the best of luck! 
 Remember, Courts, it’s not too late to   
purchase them. If your Court hasn’t purchased 
one, please consider it at your next meeting and 
get those to me if you can spare $20.  It all goes 
to great charities. After all, that’s what we are 
about! 
 Pictured to the left are LA State CDA 
Treasurer Becky Shillings, District Deputy Sheila 
Moore, District Deputy Crystal Holdridge, LA 
State CDA First Vice Regent Dawn Fortenberry, 
and Court St. Rose de  Lima #1194 Vice Regent 
Deborah Heath.  

Corrections to the LA State CDA Directory 
Clip and paste the corrections below on the page indicated. Be sure to check your information in the LA 
State CDA Directory and send corrections to First Vice Regent Dawn Fortenberry to keep the           
directory current.  

968 St Anthony-Bunkie 
Sigrid Guillot  
PO Box 191 
Bunkie, LA 71322 
318-346-6822 (h) 
985-688-0661 (c)        
Sigridguillot@att.net   
          page 6 

2165 Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - 
Algiers 
Linda Herrick  
524 Seguin Street 
New Orleans, LA 70114 
504-362-7003 (h) 
504-345-4917 © 
2165Regent_Linda@cox.net 

page 17  

District Deputy (Cts. 1194, 2701, 2703) 
Crystal Holdridge (Cts. 1194 & 2698) 
14493 George Rouyea Road 
Gonzales, LA 70737 
225-978-9188 
ctrabeau53@gmail.com         

page 7 

CDA Kid Chairman  
Karmann Conlee 
2801 Breville Street 
Monroe, LA 71201 
318-235-5081 
kconlee60@yahoo.com         

page  18 

Spiritual Advisor   
Monsignor Earl Provenza 
3730 Fairfield Avenue #120 
Shreveport, LA 71104        

page  18 

CLC - QUALITY OF LIFE 
Claire Amedee (Ct. 1504) 
1711 Hwy 18 
Vacherie, LA 70090 
225-265-3741 
camedee@canecatholics.com 
          page 3 
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Congratulations on the Following Court Anniversaries  

 March 10, 1966 - St. George #1960 - Baton Rouge - 52 years  
 March 10, 1968 - Our Lady Queen of Peace #1985 - Jennings - 50 years 
 March 11, 1962 - Pope Pius X #1883 - Cut Off - 56 years  
 March 13, 1949 - St. Philip #1504 - Vacherie - 69 years   
 March 14, 1954 - Sacred Heart of Jesus #1674 - Ville Platt - 64 years 
 March 24, 1971 - Our Lady of Good Counsel #1401 - Loreauville -72 years
 March 30, 1913 - Castile #197 - Shreveport - 105 years   
 March 31, 1968 - St. Joseph the Worker #1986 - Vinton -50 years 

   

 April 2, 1950 - Immaculate Conception #1531 - Church Point - 68 years 
 April 8, 1945 - St. Raphael #1377 - Iowa -73 years   
 April 11, 1926 - Anna Maria #993 - Thibodaux - 92 years  
 April 11, 1954 - Assumption #1672 - Franklin - 63 years   
 April 11, 1976 - Padre Pio #2141 - Cotton Port- 42 years   
 April 13, 1947 - St. Paul #1434 - Breaux Bridge -71 years  
 April 13, 1980 - Assumption Blessed Virgin #2214 - Mire - 38 years 
 April 14, 1977 - St. Leo #2168 - Robert Cove - 41 years   
 April 17, 1994 - Our Lady of the Americas #2388 - Westlake - 24 years 
 April 20, 1941 - St. Joan of Arc #1334 - LaPlace - 77 years  
 April 26, 2014 - St. Margaret Queen of Scotland #2678 - Albany - 4 years
 April 29, 1923 - St. Mary Magdalene #801 - Abbeville - 95 years  
 April 29, 2018 - Fr. Joseph Cazenavette #2741 - Mandeville - recently instituted
   

 May 15, 1949 - Our Lady of Fatima #506 - Lake Charles - 69 years 
 May 16, 1920 - Immaculata #503 - Lafayette - 98 years   
 May 18, 1924 - Materi Dei #868 - New Orleans - 93 years  
 May 19, 1996 - Blessed Sacrament #2428 - Evangeline - 22 years 
 May 20, 1923 - Isabella #809 - Morganza - 95 years   
 May 20, 1934 - St. John #1214 - Plaquemine - 84 years   
 May 20, 1973 - Bishop Greco #2072 - Pineville - 45 years  
 May 21, 1950 - Alice Boucher #1537 - Lafayette - 68 years  
 May 24, 1925 - St. Anthony #968 - Bunkie - 93 years   
 May 29, 1955 - St. Theresa #1693 - Duson - 63 years  

Announcing Monsignor as Spiritual Advisor for the Diocese of Shreveport 
 We are happy to announce that we have a new Spiritual Advisor for the Diocese of Shreveport, 
Monsignor Earl V. Provenza.  Monsignor has been a priest for 54 years.  He recently retired but stays 
very active.  Welcome to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Monsignor, and thank you for  saying 
“Yes.” 
 

Announcing New CDA Kid Chairman for the Diocese of Shreveport 
 Please join me in welcoming Karmann Conlee as our new CDA Kid Chairman for the Diocese of 
Shreveport. Thank you for saying yes! 

Find Father Pierre  
 A picture of Father Pierre (pictured to the left) will be appearing somewhere else in each 
of the LA State CDA newsletters for 2017-2019. Scan each of the newsletters and see if you can 
find him! One winner will be chosen from entries received. Contest will begin with the June, 2017, 
newsletter and end March 1, 2019. Drawing will be held at our LA State CDA 48th Biennial      
Convention. Please tell us where you found Father Pierre by emailing your entry to 
mkfills@suddenlink.net or mail to Karen Fills, Newsletter Editor, 1513 Anita Street, Sulphur, LA 
70663. You will have several chances of winning the contest prize of $50.00 for your Court if you 

enter the contest after each issue of the newsletter. Have fun and enjoy getting to know our LA State CDA 
newsletters a little better!  
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Diocese of Baton Rouge 
 My name is Carol Ann Hymel. I was asked to be a District Deputy by LA 
State CDA Regent Connie Dronette. I was a charter member of Court Notre Dame 
de la Paix #2316 in Vacherie. In 1991, I moved to Alabama for twelve years. Upon 
my return, I moved to “Front” Vacherie and became a member of Court St Philip 
#1504. In my time at Court St. Philip, I have served as Financial Secretary, and I 
am serving my fourth term as Regent with a two year stint in  between as Vice  
Regent.  I am the Newsletter Editor for our Court as well. 
 I am married to Glenn Hymel who is currently in formation for the            
Diaconate in Baton Rouge. We have been married for 43 years and are the      

parents of 6 children and 20 grandchildren who range in age from 19 to 1 year old.   
 My hobbies include computer design for my embroidery machine and my vinyl cutting machine.  
I enjoy making t-shirts as well as other items for my children, grandkids, and friends. I also like making 
items to donate for fundraisers.   

I am the Administrative Assistant at our cluster parish office and work directly with the Pastor.   
I am one of the newer District Deputies. I have enjoyed learning the responsibilities of the      

District Deputy as well as the time I get to spend with the ladies of the Courts to which I am assigned. 
 
 

 My name is Linda Jones. I was appointed as District Deputy about five months 
ago by our current LA State CDA Regent Connie Dronette. 
 I have attended St. Jude Catholic Church in Baton Rouge for 33 years. I am a 
Lector, Catechist, Vincentian (SvDP), and Catholic Daughter. I have served as a    
Eucharistic Minister for Our Lady of the Lake Hospital, taught Vacation Bible School, 
and led/participated in small faith community groups. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in 
accounting from Northwestern State University in Natchitoches and a Master’s       
Degree in theology from Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans. I discovered the 
Catholic Daughters when I retired about 7 years ago from the Federal Government 
with 34 years of service working with Small Businesses and Self-Employed           

Taxpayers as an Auditor, Manager, and Program Manager. One of the highlights of my career was to 
be recognized by the National Association of Black Accountants as one of the first 100 black CPAs in 
the State of Louisiana. The highlight of my retirement years is serving Jesus as a Catholic Daughter. I 
am Regent for the second term in Court Regina Coeli #2063-Baton Rouge and have previously served 
as Treasurer. 

I am married for 40 years to my teenage sweetheart, Alex. We have an amazing daughter and 
son-in-law. We have three wonderful grandchildren, my granddaughter is eight and my twin grandsons 
are two. I am very passionate about life, have a very strong work ethic, and enjoy serving others. I enjoy 
spending time with members in my Court and seeing members in our recently instituted JCDA Court 
grow in their faith. I am looking forward to getting to know the members in the three Courts assigned to 
me as District Deputy.  
 

 My name is Helen “Mary” Gravois.  I have been married for 60 years to a 
wonderful man, Elic. I have one son and three daughters. They have blessed us 
with 18 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren with 2 more on the way.  
 In 2005, I was asked to replace LA State CDA Past Regent Joyce Stein as 
District Deputy for our area for the Diocese of Baton Rouge. As you can figure out,  
I have been at it for 13 years. I’ve loved every minute of my time spent with the 
Courts assigned to me. We became friends, and I will truly miss them. That’s 
right ,I’m retiring at the end of LA State CDA Regent Connie’s term. 
 I am a chartered member of Court Notre Dame de la Paix #2316 in  
Vacherie. I have held all of the offices of our Court and am presently the Recording 
Secretary. I enjoy attending as many CDA State and CDA National conventions as 
I can. I hope to see you all at this year’s convention in Sulphur.  

 At Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, I am a Sacristan, Eucharist Minister of Holy Communion, 
and an altar server at weekday Masses. I am also on the decorating committee. 
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Diocese of Lake Charles 
 My name is Karen Fills. In November, 2002, I joined Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas Court Lady of the Lake #695 in Lake Charles. I was elected Financial 
Secretary for the terms of 2006-2010. In May, 2010, I was elected Regent for the 
terms of 2010-2016 and also became the editor of our Court newsletter. In June, 
2011, I was appointed by LA State CDA Past Regent Joyce Stein as a District     
Deputy for the Diocese of Lake Charles. I am also the LA State CDA Newsletter   
Editor serving for LA State CDA Past Regent Barbara Michael and for LA State CDA 
Regent Connie Dronette. I have been the LA State CDA Registration Chairman for 
the last four LA State CDA Conventions.  
 My husband, Mike, and I have been married for 51 years. We have two     
children, Melissa Painter (Jim) from Granbury, Texas and Kevin (Jill) from Moss 
Lake, LA. We have 5 grandchildren, Ross Painter (Kloey), Reed Painter, Fisher Fills, 
Maggie Mae Fills, and Tate Fills. We are parishioners of the Cathedral of the        
Immaculate Conception in Lake Charles, serving as Sacristans, and I am also an  

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. Since retiring from the Calcasieu Parish School System in 
2007 as secretary in the Gifted Program, I love to do yardwork, crocheting, knitting, and reading. We 
love to travel to Panama City Beach, Florida, twice a year.  We also love to travel to visit our family in  
Texas, just recently traveling to Alpine, Texas, to visit our oldest grandson Ross and his wife Kloey, and 
touring Big Bend National Park.  
 It is so awesome to work with the LA State CDA Officers and the LA State CDA Past State     
Regents. I have made so many special new friends with Catholic Daughters and throughout the United 
States by attending six CDA National Conventions as a voting delegate for Court Lady of the Lake 
#695.    

   Boudreaux forgot all about his wedding anniversary. And you can bet that Marie was some kind of mad. She got 
up in his face and said, “There better be a gift in the driveway tomorrow morning that goes from 0 to 200 in less 
than six seconds. Do I make myself perfectly clear mon cher!?!” 
 The next morning, Marie looked out the kitchen window and there was a package, brightly wrapped in 
Wedding Anniversary colors, sitting in the middle of the driveway. She rushed out in her nightgown, all excited to 
open it. After ripping the beautifully wrapped package open right there in the middle of the driveway dressed in 
her nightgown . . . she found a bathroom scale. 
 Boudreaux has not been seen since. There is a missing persons report filed.  
          Source: www.cajuneasy.com  

Save the Date 
March 28-31, 2019 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas  
48th Biennial Louisiana State Convention 

Sulphur, Louisiana 
West-Cal Event Center 

"Serve one another humbly in love"   
    Galations 5:13 
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Diocese of Baton Rouge 
 Court St. Theresa of Avila #1955-
Gonzales celebrated our Court Anniversary with 
a Banquet on February 2, 2019. This was a    
welcome break after an extremely busy January. 
Besides our monthly Rosary at Francois Bend 
and meetings, members participated in the       
following events: Installation of our JCDA Court; 
putting out white crosses in front of Church for 
the thousands of murdered babies; attending our 
Quarterly Communion Mass; walking in the 
March for Life; serving at the Confirmation      
reception; meetings to plan the Banquet and our      
upcoming Retreat on March 16; and welcoming a 
new daughter to our Court Financial Secretary 
and her family. 

 
Diocese of Lafayette  
 Court Our Lady of Guadalupe #2317 is 
from the quaint small town of Carencro.         
Although it has 40 members, only 10-12 are  
actively able to participate. However, it doesn't 
stop them from doing God's work. This past 
year was a busy one. In May, we baked and 
served sweets at the "National Day of Prayer" 
held at the Carencro Community Center. We 
assisted with the New Priest's Ordination in 
June before taking a summer break. This gave 
us time to prepare for our big fundraiser, a    
Raffle to benefit Metanoia, Inc., a home for young girls rescued from human trafficking. 
    Regents from other nearby Courts were contacted to see if they would collaborate with us. The 
results were good! Four prize-worthy donations were procured and by October, the Raffle was         
underway! Several Courts bought tickets, but our biggest contributors were Courts Our Lady of the  
Rosary #1613-Lafayette, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary #2214-Mire, Sts. Peter & Paul #2321  
-Scott, and Our Lady of Humility #2653-Basile. The Raffle took place at the November meeting and 
$1,000 was mailed to Metanoia so that they may continue to do good works of mercy. We felt the    
collaboration helped to make the Raffle a success. It enabled us to spread the word about the need for 
prayers and support of Metanoia, to involve the community, and to improve the quality of life for those 
rescued from trafficking. 
    In October, our Court had a procession at Mass whereby the Mayor proclaimed it "Catholic 
Daughter Sunday." We used this day as an opportunity for recruitment by giving out candy and talking 
to the women about CDA. In November, we assisted the Knights of Columbus by baking and serving 
corn bread muffins with chili for St. Peter's "Centennial Celebration.” 
 We also hosted our Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon for the elderly residents at Beau Se Jour 
Apartments. The Carencro Catholic School Ministry provided desserts and distributed the lunches. In 
December, we sold homemade baked sweets and RADA Cutlery at the Carencro Country Christmas. 
Following Mass the next day, we had "Wrap the Baby Jesus Sunday," serving hot cocoa and cookies, 
as we wrapped the children's Baby Jesus to be the first gift opened at Christmas. We also sent hand-
made baby blankets and hat sets to "The Desormeaux Foundation," which aids new mothers and their 
infants. In January, we gathered for our Annual Holiday Social at a local restaurant with our priests, 
spouses, children, and friends. Monetary donations were given out to our Pastor, his Associate, and 
the Deacon. Toiletries and other items were collected for the homeless. We are now preparing for the 
LA State CDA Convention in March and in May we will be awarding a $200 Scholarship for an 8th 
grader entering a Catholic High School in the Fall of 2019. 
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Diocese of Lake Charles 
 Court Lady of the Lake #695-Lake Charles held our 97th Anniversary Banquet in                   
November. We have 94 active members. In December, we collected items for the Seafarer  Center and 
items to help the St. Nicholas Center for Children implement their new feeding program. We co-hosted 

a baby shower for women in need 
through New Life Counseling with the 
members of Court Our Lady of Fatima 
#1506-Lake Charles on February 
15th. Every April, we collect paper 
products for the 4 homes for adults 
with autism for Autism Services of 
Southwest Louisiana. We will also 
host the First Communion Reception 
for our parish in May.    

 

 Court Our Lady of the Americas #2388-Westlake of St. John Bosco Catholic Church celebrated 
their 25th anniversary on Monday, February 11th. Regent Judy Boudreaux, presented service pins 
along with a white rose to six charter members that were present. Charter members present were   
Carolyn Campbell, Rose Luttrell, Mary Jo Still, Denise Caraway, Annette Trahan, and Judy Reed. The 
only charter member not present was Beatrice Senegal. Other Court members in attendance receiving 
their service pin were Inez Seasock, Peggy Strub, Dymples Veillion, Earline Deville, Cindy Graham, 
Valda Viator, Nancy Hennigan, Jennifer Smith, and Janice Hardy. Members enjoyed a meal prepared 
for them along with the fellowship of court members.   
 

Archdiocese of New Orleans  
 Court Father Joseph Cazenavette #2741-Mandeville was formed on April 29, 2018. We are 
blessed to have Father Chris Zavackis, the Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of the Lake, as our Court 
Chaplain. Currently we have 33 active members. Our ministry projects help Free Indeed (a safe  haven 
for victims of sex trafficking), Safe Harbor (a safe place for victims of domestic abuse), James Store-
house (supports children in foster 
care and those aging out of foster 
care), and Kairos Prison Ministry 
(volunteers bring Christ's love and 
forgiveness to prisoners and their 
families).  We also provide a meal 
ministry that caters to new parents, 
bereavement, and people recover-
ing from medical issues (surgery or 
cancer treatment), 
 Recently we stuffed 20 
purses with toiletries, rosaries, and 
Bibles to be distributed to Free Indeed and James Storehouse. Our fall Garage Sale raised over $500 
for Safe Harbor and Free Indeed. We are selling spaghetti dinners this spring to raise money for Kairos 
Prison Ministry and James Storehouse. St. Tammany Parish has one of the largest population of kids 
in foster care in the state! 
 And, like all Courts, we pray for all of the people in need in our community. 

Seminary Fund  
Donations from local Courts to the LA State CDA Court for this purpose will be given to the Bishops each 
year. If your Court has not yet made your annual Seminary Fund donation to the LA State CDA Court, 
please do so now to have your Court name added to the letter going to the Bishop of your diocese along 
with the check.  
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 On Thursday, January 3, 2019, the 
JCDA Court St. Theresa of Avila #1955-
Gonzales instituted 25 young ladies in 
their charter Court. The Court officers   
installed were President Audrey Soulier, 
Vice President Hannah McQuiddy, Secre-
tary Piper Heroman, and Treasurer       
Sophia Simoneaux. The theme selected 
was “Celebrate JCDA.” A heartfelt thanks 
to Father Eric, parents, senior Court CDA 
members, and state and local officers for 
their support in this endeavor.   
 We are off to a marvelous start as we have already begun assisting the senior CDA Court with 
their blessing bags project, placed Respect Life crosses on the church grounds and have attended 
the Louisiana Life March South in Baton Rouge in late January.  We look forward to engaging in more 
opportunities to grow with Christ and to serve others. 
  

      The Junior CDA Court Regina Coeli #2063-Baton Rouge at St. Jude 
has had some great ideas for their meetings this year. In  
January, the room was filled with laughter and chatter as they 
created mini-bouquets using thrift store mugs, vases, and silk 
flowers.  The finished products could rival the local florist, and 
soon the bouquets were given to the new baby in the family, 
a sick friend, the elderly grandmother, and lucky friends.  
     In February, the girls swarmed the Parish Hall kitchen, 
baking mini-king cakes, super stuffed cupcakes, and jelly 
cookies.  Some of the treats were donated to 
the St. Jude Men's Club Charity Dinner that 
was later that week and the rest was proudly 
taken home to be eaten at the Boycott Super 

Bowl that night. 
     In March, we will be assisting our Senior Court with their 
Easter Egg Hunt, but more on that activity later. 
 

  

 

 

 Project Rainbow 
Louisiana State CDA Project Rainbow  
Each local Court is asked to contribute $45.00 or 
more  annually to the Louisiana State CDA Project 
Rainbow. These donations help fund the following 
projects: Disaster Relief; Scholarship Fund; and CDA 
Kids. Court checks made payable to Louisiana State 
CDA are sent to the LA State Secretary Margaret 
Comeaux.  

WHERE DO YOUR CDA DUES GO?   
Your CDA Court member dues obligation to 
the National CDA Court is $15.00 per member 
per year ($7.50 payable in April; $7.50      
payable in October). Your dues obligation to 
the LA State Court is $3.00 per member per 
year ($1.50 payable in April; $1.50 payable in 
October). That leaves the remainder per 
member per year in your own local Court 
treasury to meet your charitable and budgeted 
needs. Can you see why it is so important that 
each and every member pay her dues and 
pay them on time?  
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On August 18, 2016, LA State CDA was given written copyright permission from Publisher Compendium Incorporated to use all the 
quotes in this newsletter. The name of the book is Thank You, In Appreciation of You, And All That You Do.   As Newsletter Editor, 
I was given written copyright permission to use any material from www.cajuneasy.com. The software programs used in this     
newsletter for some of the graphics/clipart are Microsoft Publisher, PrintMaster Version 18.1, Print Shop 4.0 Professional, and 
Broderbund. Some graphics were located by using the Bing search engine filtering system under “free to use and share” and/or 
“free to use, modify, and share.” 

As always, we hope this newsletter inspired you, made you think, and definitely made you laugh.  
 Karen Fills, Newsletter Editor  

Remember to pray for those in the military who are serving to protect our country.      

 

Save the Date 
 We want all Catholic Daughters of the Americas to head to Texas 
for the 58th Biennial National Convention of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas to be held July 15-19, 2020, at the downtown Sheraton Hotel in 
Dallas, Texas. There will be tours and lots of neat stores at which to shop.  
Hey, ladies, check this out - Neiman Marcus is only one city block from the 
convention site! You can visit the George Bush Presidential Library as well 
as the 6th Floor Museum from which Lee Harvey Oswald sat himself down to shoot John F.   
Kennedy. Lots of history here as well.   
  So, be sure to save the date and mark your calendars because you will not want to miss 
out on guessing “WHO IS THE REAL MINNIE PEARL?”     

Y C P J P T W C Y E K K P E N 

W A M O Q C L D C C E J U N G 

X U D E Y A D K N I E N R W M 

B N B S B J H Y R F W H P M R 

O L R L E S N A S I J W L D F 

E S O S A N G Q P R A Y E R K 

S A U H M N D P B C T N E L P 

P S S N I U W E O A H O T U M 

T A M T V P C M W S M W V V W 

Q C S W E P K F L O S T M O P 

U A T W L R B W H H N M F C L 

F A H L D C W J M W F O N D N 

S F V K E E W Y L O H G Q Y A 

I V J G N I V I G S M L A A W 

Z S P H E Z T M D V D V V O T 

Lent Word Search 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

SACRIFICE 

ALMSGIVING 

PRAYER 

FASTING 

LENT 

HOLY WEEK 

EASTER 

PURPLE 

JESUS  


